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More than a mere geographic boundary, The Watershed is a design manifesto where water and geomorphology 
dictate the rules of engagement. In the mountainside, the project rejects the imposition of traditional geometry, 
instead adopting the landscape as its primary infrastructure. A watershed is, by definition, a naturally delimited 
area where all surface and groundwater flow toward a single point; following this logic, the master plan is 
conceived as a living, high-performance organism. Here, architecture does not compete with the mountain. 
Instead, it utilizes natural runoff patterns and topographic shifts as the fundamental building blocks to trace 
mobility, public space, and the distribution of lots. The Watershed is the nexus where advanced urbanism and 
nature converge, transforming the forces of the landscape into the ultimate expression of comfort, resilience, and 
scenic beauty.

water and gravity as architects of the terrain
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Landscape Overlook

Prime Location & Connectivity 

Boasting an exceptional location, the property is 
situated just minutes from the Nosara Airport and 
the world-class beaches of Guiones and Pelada. 
Its strategic position offers immediate access to 
essential commercial hubs, including 
supermarkets, gourmet restaurants, and 
pharmacies. 
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Landscape Overlook

The Triple Landscape Value:  
A Triad of Natural Vistas 

1.River Landscape: Riverfront Vistas 

The property features breathtaking, frontline 
views of the Nosara River, offering a serene 
connection to the water's edge and the lush 
gallery forest. 

2. Mountain Landscape: Seasonal Immersion 

Surrounded by mountain scenery, the site 
offers a dynamic experience of the 'seasonal 
forest,' where the landscape transforms 
vividly throughout the year—from the deep 
emeralds of the rainy season to the golden 
hues of the dry season. 

3. Maritime Landscape: Distant Ocean 
Horizons 

Elevated perspectives provide long-range 
ocean views, capturing the blue horizons of 
the Pacific and creating a sense of 
boundless scale. 

Ocean view

Nosara River

Mountain views
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03. Proposal

Conceptual approach

Proposed Land-Use Concept

1. Landscape as Infrastructure (The Living Grid) 

The Problem / Opportunity 

We are not bringing nature into the development; we are designing the development to function as nature does. In our proposal, roads and trails follow the 
topographic contours and natural forces to mitigate erosion, while green spaces are not merely decorative patches, but a living system that manages stormwater, 
filters the air, and maintains the site’s microclimate. 

2. Performance-Driven Design 

The Problem / Opportunity 

In this master plan, the architecture and green infrastructure take their cues from the landscape. Form follows performance. Slopes dictate buildable areas to 
minimize soil impact, while green corridors and natural runoff patterns define the boundaries and overall dimensions of the potential lots.  

3. Low-Impact, High-Resilience Urbanism 

The Problem / Opportunity 

By treating the landscape as our fundamental building block, we guarantee a project built for resilience against Guanacaste’s extremes—both its severe droughts and 
its downpours. Rather than imposing ourselves through heavy grading and earthmoving, we embrace the existing topography. This approach goes beyond 
environmental responsibility; it achieves a singular aesthetic where the architecture feels as though it is rising naturally from the mountain 
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The proposal establishes the creation of green 
corridors designed to serve as critical support 
infrastructure across several dimensions: 

They function as stormwater easements, 
channeling runoff safely to the river to prevent 
flooding. 

They provide biological support for the project, 
creating microclimates and landscape buffers 
that naturally partition the master plan. 

green infrastructure corridors

Existing streets

Existing Agricultural Easement

Río Nosara
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The proposal establishes the creation of green 
corridors designed to serve as critical support 
infrastructure across several dimensions: 

They function as stormwater easements, 
channeling runoff safely to the river to prevent 
flooding. 

They provide biological support for the project, 
creating microclimates and landscape buffers 
that naturally partition the master plan. 
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The proposal establishes the creation of green 
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They provide biological support for the project, 
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that naturally partition the master plan. 
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